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8. RINGKASAN 



As a long time friend of Indonesia, Thailand is among the countries of choice for Indonesians 

to live overseas. This community services program has main objective as to develop the social 

capital among diaspora Thailand, especially in Khon Kaen province. Most of diaspora in Khon 

Kaen consists of undergraduate and postgraduate programs who receive scholarships from 

Indonesia government or their internal institutions. Social capital as in Islamic perception 

“Ukhuwah Islamiyah” and brought togetherness could increase their strength to bring great 

values living abroad. The main problem is differences of human behaviour, human traditions, 

race, perspectives and many aspects could decrease the togetherness value and lack of 

nationalism, proudness of Indonesia culture. Living as diaspora has many benefits, one of them 

are is known somethings which surround is not knowing it better, in example culture. Diaspora 

Indonesia in Thailand has many greater benefits on sharing Indonesia local culture in art, 

culinary, dancing and etc. Thailand citizens mostly welcome to culture sharing events from 

other country due to receiving new knowledge concerning Indonesia. By sharing the culture 

and introducing Indonesia, it could increase the nationalism and togetherness of Diaspora 

Indonesia. Therefore, making an event sharing the local culture which consists of many races 

in Indonesia, introducing Indonesia uniqueness are the solution to strengthen the social capital 

of Diaspora Indonesia in Khon Kaen University. By collaborating with Persatuan Mahasiswa 

Indonesia di Thailand (PERMITHA) in Khon Kaen branch, the community services could 

elaborated local culture sharing to all Diaspora students who study in Khon Kaen University. 

One of the local culture could be shared is Making Batik, sharing steps and how to make Batik 

could interest many other Diaspora from other countries. The output target for this community 

services is journal of national accreditation in Journal of Community Services with Sinta 4. 

Moreover, due to the plan on this event, the community services would like to measured the 

social capital values for diaspora Indonesia through questionnaire for all of Indonesian who 

lived in Khon Kaen Provinces. The indepth interview is followed up to strengthen the result of 

questionnaire and prepared to have better quality data to published in international journals 

accredited in Web of Science or ISI. 
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10. HASIL PELAKSANAAN PENGABDIAN 

Claiming one's difference and turning it into symbolic capital has become a powerful and  attractive   

strategies  among   those  who   have  been   marginalised   or excluded from  the structures of white or 

Western hegemony.  "Diaspora" has been an  increasingly  popular  name  for  that  symbolic  capital  

in  recent  years.  In  light of global power relations, the significance  of diasporic identity  lies in  its 

force  asa  symbolic declaration  of liberation  from  the abject position  of "ethnic  minority" in  "an  

oppressive  national  hegemony"  (Clifford   1997,  255). "diasporic  identifications  reach  beyond  

ethnic  status  within  the composite,  liberal  state",  imparting  a  "sense  of  being  a  'people'  with  

historical roots  and  destinies  outside  the  time/space  of  the  host  nation"  (Clifford   1997,255).  

Building relationship with  people  from  different  backgrounds  is  encouraged  in  different religious 

teachings. Muslims, for example, are encouraged by the Qur’an for establishing connections with 

different people. Al Hujurat verses in the Qur’an explain that God creates human  being  with  

differences  in  terms  of  culture,  nations,  and  tribes,  to  enable  them  to recognize each other. The 

verses encourage Muslims to believe that God creates differences for a purpose. One of the purposes is 

to know each other, to connect with each other. Currently, thousands  Indonesians  live  in  Thailand  

either  as  permanent  citizens  or temporary  residence.  They are  part  of  the  eight  millions  Indonesian  

Diaspora, which  is Indonesians by birth and ancestry who live outside of Indonesia(Muhiddin & 



Utomo, 2015). Living overseas requires diasporaand local people to understand each other’s culture 

and to broaden their understanding by viewing cultures from various perspectives (Spencer-Rodgers & 

McGovern, 2002). Intercultural communication is crucial in the development of intergroup relations 

and  intercultural  connection  (Collier,  2015). Thefavorability  to  build  intercultural connection are 

determined by factors,such as communication skills, cultural knowledge and awareness, and open-

minded towards ambiguity (Spencer-Rodgers & McGovern, 2002). To build  intercultural  

connectionbetween diasporaand  local  people,  the  Diaspora needsto make cultural adjustment. The 

cultural transition from the country of origin culture to the host country culture needs to address three 

areas of adjustments, which are individualaspects,   work   related aspects,   and   environmental 

aspects(Holtbrügge,   2008). 

Numerous studies about Indonesian-Thai connection in macro-level havebeen done in  areas  such  

aseducation  (Deardorff  &  Arasaratnam-Smith,  2017),  trades  (Barmeyer  & Franklin,  2016),  and  

religions  (Brazal  &  De  Guzman,  2015).  In  micro-level,  intercultural interaction  between  

Indonesians  and Thai’shas  not  yet  been  researched  as  much  as  the Indonesians’ relation with 

Malays, Saudis, or with those from  English  speaking  countries (Muhidin,  2013; Muhidin  &  Utomo,  

2015).This  study  explored cross-cultural adjustment process  in  the  intercultural  interaction  of  

Indonesians  living  in  Thailand.  It seeks  to  explain Indonesian  experiences  in  the  adaptation  

process,  how  they  compare  the  culture  of  Thai People  and  that  of  the  Indonesians  during  the  

interaction,  and  how  they  respond  to  any differences or gaps that they find between the two culturesin 

order to have smooth transition into Thai culture. This study may be useful for both decision makers 

and Indonesian Diaspora to enrich current  understanding  about  developing  intercultural  competence  

of  Indonesians  living overseas. To get comprehensive understanding about the topic in this study, the 

researchers will start with explaining the history of Thailand –Indonesia connection. The understanding 

of the current relations between the people of Thailand and Indonesia will never be complete without 

regard to the history of relations between the two parties in the past. 

 

UNDERSTANDING THAILAND-INDONESIA CONNECTION 

The History of the Connection Indonesia and Thailand have built long history of connection. The close 

relationship between the two countries is enhanced by geographical, cultural, religious and historical 

proximities. It was  indicated  that  the  connection  between people  of  the  two  countries might have 

occurred long before the Srivijaya empire (Munoz, 2016). However, it was in the Srivijaya era (7th to 

13th centuries) that the connection between ancient Indonesians and Thai’s became increasingly 

significant (Yuliana, 2009). The early connection  between  people  of  the  two  countries  was  mostly  

commercial. The Srivijaya, an ancient Indonesian kingdom, controlled international sea trade around 

the Melacca Strait and built wide trade relations with those from China, India, Middle East, and states 

in the Malay Archipelago, including Thailand (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2016; Rajani, 1974). The 

contact between the two countries was also marked by competition for influence. The kingdom of Siam, 

which was an ancient Thai Kingdom, was specifically mentioned in the history as an important cause 

of the  diminution  of Srivijaya's influence as a  formidable sea power in the 13th century (Coedès, 

1968). Other than the trading relation, religious bonding became one of the powerful reasons for the 

past relationship. Two main religions, Islam and Buddhism, were at the center of the connection 

(Munoz,  2016).  Buddhism,  in  particular,  provided  cultural  dimensions  to  the relationship 

maintained by Srivijaya with Siam (Howard, 2014). At the same time, by following the trade routes, 

Islam expanded in Southeast Asia through mainly Buddhist regions. Around the 14th centuries, a King 

from Palembang, Indonesia, Parameswara Dewa Shah, seized the throne of Singapura before he was 

beaten, either by the Siamese or the Majapahit (Miksic, 2013). Until now, we already have meeting 

preparation for the Pengajian and introduce the local culture from Diaspora Indonesia to other 

students union. In 5 and 6 April are the event of both planning.   

11. STATUS LUARAN 

The output has not set yet  

12. PERAN MITRA 



The collaborator is the team who prepare the Pengajian and introduction event of local culture 

in Khon Kaen.  

13. KENDALA PELAKSANAAN PENGABDIAN 

Since the collaborator consists of the Indonesia students in Khon kaen University, so the 

collaborator is slow in response the update program.  

14. RENCANA TAHAPAN SELANJUTNYA 

In April 5th and 6th, team will arrange the Pengajian of Ramadhan in Khon Kaen and prepare 

the introduction of social culture of Indonesia Diaspora in Khon Kaen University.  
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